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Sustainable Building in Rural Areas
Yung-Jaan Lee™

ABSTRACT Due to the lack of national land use plans and appropriate laws and
regulations, Taiwan has undergone unequal rural and urban development. In the
(drafted) National Land Use Act, Taiwan’s land uses are divided into three categories:
urban and rural development areas, agricultural development areas, and conservation
areas. As a result, future rural areas will be designated as either urban or rural
development areas. Therefore, future rural area developments must be in accordance
with the issue of urban plans and also collaboratively implement growth management.
Furthermore, Taiwan is located in an environmentally unstable island, with frequent
earthquakes and typhoons, which cause numerous environmental disasters. Therefore,
the question of how to introduce sustainable development concepts into rural area
building has become an important policy issue. In terms of sustainable development,
Taiwan’s rural areas can be divided into three patterns: environmental, social, and
economic patterns. Among the three patterns, there must be different reasons for the
success or failure of the rural development, which deserves further exploration and
serves as a new force in constructing future rural areas building. This study first
explores the definition of rural areas. Sustainable development discourses are then
explored. Moreover, a vision of sustainable rural area indicators is then proposed based
on the discussion of sustainable development discourses.
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