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Improvement and Management of Stream Corridors in
the Yi-Lan River: Analysis of Environmental
Perception

Jing-Yu Lin®™ Shyue-Cherng Liaw®?

ABSTRACT Recently, the government of Yi-Lan County began to improve the
Yi-Lan River by ecological engineering. As a result, the stream corridor became one of
the most beautiful and scenic greenways in Yi-Lan City. The purpose of this paper is to
study the interacting relationship between local residents and this improved greenway,
and to understand residents’ opinions for the improvement of the stream corridor.
Through questionnaire investigation, results showed that respondents visited there
frequently, but they only stayed there temporarily. The main type of residents’ activity
there was strolling. Local residents were satisfied with this beautiful landscape, but they
also suggested that government should be continuing to improve maintenance and
management problems of this stream corridor. For the opinions of stream improvement,
local residents expected multi-purpose functions for the Yi-Lan River. They had a
willingness to participate stream planning and environmental conservation, and they
were seriously concerned about the water pollution problem. Based on the factor analysis,
residents’ opinions for the stream improvement in the Yi-Lan River were classified into
five factor groups including: water pollution, public participation, environmental
conservation, water utility, and recreation and scenery.
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