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Viewing the Cooperative Evacuation will of Residents in
Hualien Potential Debris Flow Area from Hazard Perception

Ya-Chen Liu™ Zueer Chen®?

ABSTRACT The subjects of this research were secured residents living in the
potential debris-flow areas of Hualien, where the evacuation plan had been
implemented. There were 15 locations selected based on the stratified sampling
method and magnitude of historical disasters. A standardized interview was
conducted to gain a perspective of the residents’ experiences during disasters,
perception of hazard, and adjustments afterward. Further, we assessed their
familiarity with evacuation, opinions, willingness to follow the plan, and analyzed
potential factors that affecting them. The most recent factors affecting them were of
particular interest. The pointed out those residents who had gone through disasters
remain highly conscious in adjusting. However, constructions and disasters that
were a long time ago may deter the timing for evacuations and lessen the sense of
alertness of environmental threats. The study also reveals residents of different
social and economic backgrounds display differences in adjusting to changes and
receiving information. In the future, the key issues for planning evacuations should
include (1) encouraging participation of residents in the presentations for debris flow
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and evacuation policies, (2) actively assisting minorities, and (3) utilizing information

delivery by local governmental officials.
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